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2021 Chairman’s Report 
 Richard Bessey 

Last year was hard, and so it goes on for the start of 2021. Yet for many 
of us, boating has been our “get out of gaol-free” card. After the first 
lockdown we were able to look after our boats and go sailing with 
relatively few restrictions, and I hope this season will bring the same 
opportunities to get out on the water. Thanks to RSA members who 
supported each other through last year, and for the cooperation and 
ingenuity that enabled our late racing season to happen! We have had to 
accept that early season social activities are on hold, but hope to be able 
to hold our summer and autumn events.  Our racing and cruising 
programme is what you would normally expect, however everything 
depends on the COVID pandemic getting under control. Our 
programme in this newsletter may be subject to change, so look out for 
updates on the Roach group, and go to the RSA web site for the latest 
version. 2021 will be a RSA membership subscription free year for 
paid-up members - see below for details. 

Some of your dedicated committee have been doing it for upwards of 
10 or 20 years, and we need some younger members to help out! Please 
get in touch if you would be willing to take on one of the roles listed 
under AGM below. On behalf of your committee, stay safe and well, 
and let’s hope for better things in the 2021 sailing season. 

 
In happier times 

. 
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We would like to welcome the following new members 
 
Dan Ellis    ROARING FORTY 
Ben Ellis    ROARING FORTY 
Mathew Green                                        FAYHEDA   
Harry Lewis                                            LARGO 
David Rylands                                        PASSE PARTOUT 
Alice Noble                                             SEAJAY            

 
2021 AGM 
Due to COVID restrictions we are unable to hold a physical AGM this 
year.  

However, the committee election will be held by email or postal ballot. 
The existing committee members below will stand for re-election. 

Current committee members are 
Mike Green – President  01702 588378 
Richard Bessey – Chairman 07773771715 
Jon Walmsley – Secretary & Race officer 07836344508 
Simon Joel – Treasurer  07721397317 
John Langrick – Bosun, Membership Secretary and 
Newsletter Editor - 07740 839410  
Nick Turner – Second to Race officer 07791682001 
Steve Noble - Second to Race officer  07906864688 
 
We are looking for people to join the committee who can get involved 
in some of these roles: 

 Racing results officer (need to be familiar with spreadsheets) 
 Newsletter Editor (need to be familiar with word processing) 
 Managing the RSA work boat (Dally) and the tea hut. 
 Coordinating cruising and/or social events. 
 Coordinating lay up/haul out. 

Nominations for the committee must be proposed and seconded in 
writing to the Secretary by 1st March. A notice will be posted on the 
RSA web site at that date listing the candidates. Any paid-up member 
can vote by sending an email or post to the Secretary between 2nd and 
16th March (votes to be counted and results announced on the RSA web 
site 20th March).  
 

 
A Fambridge rally. 

 

2021 Fitting Out Supper 
Again, for the same reason our fitting out supper must be cancelled this  
year. Let’s hope we have another opportunity to socialize when things 
improve. 
 

 

2021 Subs  
Because RSA cruising and social events last year were curtailed by 
COVID-19 restrictions, the committee have decided we should have a 
membership subs-free holiday this year. 

Members who have paid subs up to date for 2020 by 1st March this year 
can have subs-free membership for 2021. Subscriptions are normally 
£10 per year. 

This does not apply to RSA Racing subs (additional £10), which is still 
payable for skippers who enter RSA races. This is needed to cover cup 
engraving and insurance. 

If you need to pay racing subs for 2021 or subs for previous years 
please send to our Treasurer, Simon Joel, 28 Chapmans Walk, Leigh on 
Sea Essex SS9 2XA 

Ideally, we would like you to pay by bank transfer. The RSA 
bank details are 
Roach Sailing Association 
Sort Code 20-79-73 
Acc 80751138  
 
If you do pay by bank transfer, please send an email at the same time to 
Simon. simon.joel@hotmail.co.uk.  
 
Alternatively, by cheque to Simon or cash to any committee member. 
 

Paglesham Facility Fee 
If you keep a boat at Paglesham, or use the facilities to launch, the RSA 
encourages paying for using the facilities at Paglesham Boatyard (e.g. 
car parking, dinghy park etc).  
 
Please note that just membership of the RSA does not entitle use of any 
of the facilities. 
 
This facility fee is included in boatyard or RMHA mooring fees, 
otherwise please contact Simon Rutter at Maclean Marine for details. 
   
Simon.Rutter 
Maclean Marine Ltd 
41 Paradise Walk,  
London SW3 4JL  
 
or he can be contacted by email at simon.rutter.macleanmarine.co.uk  
Use your boat name as reference on payment. 

 
Harbour Dues and Charges for 2021 
All our boats on the Crouch area should display a current Harbour Dues 
disc. We pay a better rice for prompt payment and see the CHA website 
for costs and payment detail 
 
 https://crouchharbour.uk/dues/early-payment/ 
 

2020 RSA Racing  Update & 2021 
Handicaps 
 
Jon Walmsley 
After a successful, albeit delayed, 2020 season, it is hoped that we will, 
at least as far as racing is concerned, be able to run a full racing 
programme as detailed at the end of this newsletter. 



 
Roach Sailing Association February 2021 Newsletter,  page 3 

 

 
Mike and Stuart Green racing LETITIA in 2020 

 
It would be lovely to formally award the cups that were hard won in 
2020. If we are able to hold a Fitting Out Supper, then this would be a 
good opportunity. At the time of writing, it is impossible to arrange any 
such social events. 

 
The Cups and Trophies 

 
The 2021 Handicaps will be as follows: 
 

MARTINIQUE 1289 

AKVAVIT 1451 

CIEL BLEU 1459 

LETITIA 1530 

LUCY 1560 

MOLLY MALONE 1560 

LOTUS BAVARIA 1560 

RODE GRUTT 1600 

IMOTHES 1622 

EOLE 1750 

PARADISE BAY 1761 

QUINTILLA 1787 

ULABELLA 1815 

SEA JAY 1830 

INDI 1863 

JOUET 1893 

LOTUS 1900 

  

  
COMET 1362 

BLUEBOTTLE 1558 

NANI DRAGON 1640 

MILLIE 1640 

RED TUNA 1640 

APPLE 1670 

PATCH 1700 

MAKEDO 1700 

ELG 1700 

WALKER 1900 

HERON 1950 

LITTLE LINDA 2000 
 
Lastly, but not least, I would like to thank all that manned the safety 
boat for the dinghy races.  
 

 
Graham, Steve, Lilly and Stuart manning DALLY 

 
Looking forward to seeing you all out on the water. 
 

Bosun and Editor’s Corner 
John Langrick 
 
Many thanks for all the contributions in this newsletter. I have also 
included some old pictures of happier times… lets hope for more in 
2021. 
 
Sutton Wharf and Paglesham 
We really cannot make any announcements for joint work on Dally, 
general work parties or launching. 
 

 
Work party on the ‘patch’ 

 
I will try and schedule work on Dally as required, but if you would like 
to volunteer for such as painting and antifouling in solitude then please 
let me know. 
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We have scheduled times in out calendar for cruises and other events, 
but any more detail will have to be confirmed, as and when, nearer the 
date. Please monitor the Roach Group forum. 
 
 

Memories of when the Havengore Bridge 
worked! 
John Langrick 
 

 
Sailing out through the old bridge in a protest by local clubs. Can you 

see who the young man is in the boat closest? 
 

The following is a historical picture kindly donated Aleck Poole. The 
event is the first opening of the new Havengore bridge in 1988. 
Interestingly you can see part of the old bridge on the west shore of the 
creek in the background. Very little of this now remains. 
 

 
New bridge opened in 1988, this is CORINNE sailing through. 

 
 

 
The old bridge installed started in 1915 and completed in 1922. It was 

a bascule bridge with a split counterweight. 
 
It is understood that the bridge was built and installed in Germany and 
seized after the first world war by the Royal Requisition. It was then 
transported for installation at the Havengore. 
 
Before then transport to the bridge was mostly over the sands over the 
causeway (Broomway) by horse drawn carts with huge wheels. Nigel 
Bishop’s family owned one of these carts delivering groceries from 
‘Bishops Corner shop’ in Rochford.  
 

 
And here they are with the landlord at the time, outside the George and 

Dragon on Foulness 
 
See also: 
www.barlingwakeringvillages.co.uk/heritage/havengore_bridge.html 
 
I understand the bridge has been open a couple of times since then! 
 
 

The CORINNE Chronicles II 
Aleck Pool 
 
June 2005    
It didn’t start too well, but turned out to be a thoroughly enjoyable few 
days. 
 
I’d arranged to meet up with members of the RSA. A group of sailors 
united by a use of the moorings at Paglesham in the River Roach, a 
very good newsletter and cruising/racing for those who want it. 
 
Tuesday 14th June 
I’d forgotten when making arrangements that I was committed to the 
Boat Jumble in Southend on Sunday12th so it was not until Tuesday I 
was ready to set off.  I knew the RSA was planning to visit East Mersea 
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Saturday and I had a mobile phone number and one boat name to make 
contact.  As I made my way out of the Crouch and up the coast frequent 
use of both produced no replies.  I decided to make for Woodbridge in 
the River Deben as Wednesday was forecast as wet and windy.  I had 
the latest pilot advice from the WEB and it was no problem finding the 
best water. The flood took me all the way up to Woodbridge and with 
the favourable wind I’d had all the way from the Roach without the use 
of engine, not bad.   I remember wearing a scarf on the way up so it 
wasn’t a warm westerly.  As the sun was still shining I made dinner and 
went for a walk into town.   I found a former CA member at the Kings 
Head and had a chat with him until the sun set.  Then made it to the 
Mariners Arms where the book-reading barmaid Jesse recommended 
‘Wild Swans’ by Jung Chang. 
 

 
Crossing the ‘bar’ 

 
Wednesday 15th June 
I’d made a shopping list on the way up so I had a mission.  Provisions 
from Budgeon, and a look in the charity shops for CD’s (I’d forgotten 
to bring any) but found none I liked.  I did find ‘Wild Swans’.  It rained 
as forecast. As it cleared in the late afternoon, I went in search of the 
vicarage to obtain permission for access to the church tower. It looks as 
though there is a photogenic view from there.  The dog barked for ages 
as I rang the bell, but the rector must have been having an afternoon 
nap…..so into the nearest pub for a pint before I set off down river with 
the evening ebb.  I found a quiet spot to anchor in the mud near the 
west bank just beyond ‘the rocks’ and before the Ramsholt moorings. 
 
Thursday 16th June 
A more settled day dawned and as other boats were leaving on the ebb I 
decided to ‘have a look’ at the entrance.   Much quieter over the shoals 
this time and I set off north for the River Ore.  As there is more water 
over the bar here I ventured in against the ebb, against strong overfalls, 
following the pilot advice from the same source.  I had 0.9 metres 
under the keel at worst, but it was certainly heart in mouth stuff.   The 
wind pushed me slowly to the Butley River a favourite tributary of 
mine where I anchored for the night.  I had intended to visit Orford, but 
couldn’t face inflating and deflating the Avon just for a few beers at the 
Jolly Sailor.  I’d not visited the Ramsholt Arms yesterday for the same 
reason and it’s why I got a pint in before I departed Woodbridge. 
 

 
Anchored in the Butley river 

 
Friday 17th June 
Another fine day saw me making my way to the Ore entrance with a 
following wind to leave at around high water.  It was useful having 
seen the big shingle banks on the way in yesterday as they were 
covered and almost unseen at high water on this quieter day.   I made 
one very long tack out to sea and another long tack back in towards the 
coast making Harwich Harbour by late afternoon.  All against an ebb 
tide, but a very enjoyable sail with a steady moderate wind all day.   I 
don’t like gusty winds.  I anchored at ‘Stone Heaps’ at about 18.00 
where I sat in the cockpit in shirt sleeves reading Anne’s book ‘The 
Last Time they Met’ by Anita Shrive. It was so warm and calm now 
that I finished most of it before sunset at about nine o’clock.   Once 
again plans to visit Pin Mill for a pint were shelved. 
 

 
For sale at Woodbridge.. I was very tempted. 

 
Saturday 18th June 
No need to rush, a leisurely start with half ebb on another glorious day 
with a light south easterly wind out to Stone Banks Buoy and round 
into The Wallet channel. I made along close inshore to keep out of the 
ebb and so beyond Clacton pier with the now rising flood tide I crossed 
the sands well inshore of the Colne Bar buoy and turned to reach with a 
strong breeze into the Colne.  I found a spot to drop the anchor close 
under the lea of the seawall beyond Arlesford Creek and made dinner 
with just enough time before moving up river to tie up alongside the 
Anchor at Rowhedge.  No inflatable required here note, so much more 
civilized to just step off onto the pub veranda. It was my first step 
ashore in three days. I talked with a couple about the Ionian. As the tide 
turned I relocated down river anchoring in 3 metres for the night. 
 
Sunday 19th June 
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Awakened by the heat of the sun and the frantic activity of the water 
skiers I made a late breakfast and motored out setting sail.  Two long 
beats took me out past the Colne Bar buoy and across to the Buxey 
Sand edge.  But by the time I’d tacked along to the Wallet Spitway I’d 
made no better progress than those who’d taken the more conventional 
route.  Once through the spitway with the rising south easterly it was a 
very pleasant afternoon pushing the ebb into the Crouch arriving on the 
mooring on the early flood tide.   
 
P.S.  Monday 20th June 
You have to laugh!  Literally after typing the last word I just received a 
text message from my RSA contact ………..”I received a message 
from you Corinne.  I am in the Azores and won’t be home for a month. 
Cheers. Jon.”………… I must have got my wires crossed somewhere. I 
wonder who had most fun?        
 

 
If Napoleon had been a sailor? 
by John Apps 
 
King Louis XVI of France was very impressed with Captain James 
Cook’s expedition of scientific discovery and decided that France 
needed to conduct its own voyage of discovery concentrating on the 
Pacific. 
 

 
 
Comte de La Perouse. National Portrait Gallery Canberra 
 
Louis XVI appointed an experienced naval officer, Jean-Francoise de 
Galaup, Comte de La Perouse to lead the expedition and provided two 
ships, La Boussole  and L’Astrolabe.  On board there were botanists, 
astronomers, hydrographers, artists and natural historians. 
 
 

 
 

Louis XVI giving instructions to La Perouse, Palace of Versialles. 
A young Corsican artillery 2nd Lieutenant put his name down for the 
expedition. He was accepted for the first interview as he had a good 
knowledge of mathematics and geography, but didn’t make the final crew 
as he lacked knowledge of seamanship. That young 2nd Lieutenant was of 
course Napoleon Bonaparte.  
 

 
Napoleon Bonaparte at the Bridge of Arcole, Palace of Versailles 

 
 

 
 
The La Perouse expedition set sail in May 1785  
provisioned for a four year voyage. The voyage of La Perouse went 
very much as planned and much scientific data was collected. While on 
the Kamchatka Peninsula in modern day Russia in September 1787 La 
Perouse received a message from Paris ordering him to investigate a 
new British colony to be established in New South Wales. 
 
La Perouse’s two ships arrived off Botany Bay on 24 Jan 1788 four 
days after the First Fleet. On the 26 January Capt Arthur Phillip who 
was to be Governor of the new colony moved his fleet to Sydney Cove 
(now Sydney Harbour) some miles up the coast. La Perouse moved his 
two ships into Botany Bay and anchored remaining a month. Some 
convicts attempted to give themselves up to the French but as France 
and Britain were not at war and La Perouse was quite the diplomat they 
were handed back to the new Colony. A number of social exchanges 
occurred between the Royal Marine officers and men and the French 
expedition although Governor Phillip and La Perouse never met.  La 
Perouse left dispatches with the Colony documenting his voyage to date 
to be forwarded to the French Ambassador in London by the returning 
Convict transports. The dispatches reached the French Ambassador in 
London in June 1789 just a month before the storming of the Bastille. 
 
The French expedition left Botany Bay in mid March 1788 and 
disappeared. As Louis the XVI was in the tumbrel on the way to the 
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Guillotine in Jan 1793 he is said to have asked ‘What news of La 
Perouse?’  
 
However before the execution of Louis XVI an expedition under Rear 
Admiral D’Entrecastreaux departed Brest in Sept 1791 to search for the 
La Perouse expedition. Initially the mission headed to the islands north 
of Australia.  D’Entrecastreaux was unable to find any evidence of the 
La Perouse expedition but it did much to add to the body of science and 
geography in the Pacific 
 
In 1826 an Irish Sea Captain Peter Dillon saw objects in the Solomon 
Islands that came from the island of Vanikoro in that group. He was 
eventually given the survey vessel Research and he went to Vanikoro to 
investigate. Artefacts collected by Dillon were taken to Paris and 
identified as belonging to La Boussole and L’Astrolabe. Local verbal 
history has the two ships being wrecked on the reef in a storm. Later 
some of the wreckage was found on the reef. 
 
Anecdotal evidence would also suggest that a number of the survivors 
of both the wrecks and a massacre of some of the crew by the locals, 
built a two-masted boat and were able to sail off to the west. Further 
anecdotal evidence and some European objects would suggest that the 
two-masted craft was wrecked on Murray Island in the Torres Strait. 
Torres Strait between Australia and Papua New Guinea is notorious for 
the number of wrecks that have occurred there. 
 
Two questions arise from the loss of the La Perouse expedition. 
 

-  
Napoleon crossing The Alps, Chateau de Malmaison 

 
Firstly what if Napoleon has been on that expedition? Would the very 
capable Napoleon have been able to prevent the loss of both ships in 
that storm off Vanikoko? That may be an unlikely hypothesis as it is 
unlikely one junior officer could prevent the wreckage of two ships in a 
storm.  
 
Secondly the more important question is how might France and indeed 
the whole of Europe be different today if Napoleon had died either on 
Vanikoko or even Murray Island?  
 

Napoleon’s defeat of a royalist counter revolution in 1795 was critical 
to the continuation of the Republic. Would Revolutionary France been 
quite so dominant in Europe without Napoleon? Would we have 
cannon blazing out during the 1812 overture? Would a system similar 
to the Napoleonic Code have been introduced without Napoleon?  
Would France’s foreshore law have been enacted giving the state 
control of all foreshores unlike the UK where foreshores may be under 
private ownership? Most importantly of all would Nelson or 
Wellington have been quite so significant in British history without 
Napoleon? What would the Pigeons in Trafalgar Square defecate on 
without Nelson’s Column?  

 
Restoring PUDMUDDLE (again) 
Richard Bessey 

 
Our first cruising boat, PUDMUDDLE, has been mostly laid up since 
2003. Late in 2019 I took out the engine for an overhaul, and had a look 
over the woodwork. She is an “Eclipse” design by John Westell, the 
hull strip planked mahogany and topsides in what was originally good 
marine ply.  
 
She was probably one of several built in the ‘70s on the East coast 
(sadly the designer never got his royalties for some boats). We found 
her abandoned and nameless at the back of Paglesham boatyard, and 
named her PUDMUDDLE (after a children’s rhyme about playing in 
mud). We later found she was probably called “ISLAND 
PENUMBRA” and was originally fitted out on Canvey Island. 
 
By 2020 the hull had a lot of splits after so many years dried out, but I 
filled them with epoxy plus microfibres which seems to work OK. The 
decks needed stripping back and coating with epoxy. The cockpit 
needed a new floor and some ply replacing, including the locker lids. 
All this gave me something to do as the first lockdown eased. 
 

 
Needing TLC in early 1996 

 
She was in a sad state when we bought her for £500, delivered to our 
garden. I had to dig a pit under her to extract the centreplate for 
galvanising, and she needed new (second-hand) sails. At first we 
struggled with a long-shaft Seagull as the original engine had been 
taken, but later installed a new Beta 10. There was much stripping and 
painting to do, and some ply replacement including the cockpit 
coamings.  
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First launch 1996 

 
We launched her later that year and commenced to win her first race - 
the Roach Plate! Over the next few years PUDMUDDLE took part in 
many RSA races and cruises. We often had the whole family aboard, 
sometimes cruising to Pyefleet or other E. Coast rivers with up to four 
children! Two of our earliest trips are recounted in the 1997 RSA 
Newsletter. 
 

 
Lockdown renovation 2020 

 
The warmer weather in May gave me ample opportunity for painting. 
All bare wood was coated in epoxy, thinned with standard thinners 
(from the motor factors in Ashingdon) to penetrate the wood. Then 
came a coat of Jotamastic 2-pack primer, followed by a Jotun 2-pack 
topcoat. Below the waterline the primer was coated with Vinyguard 
Silvergrey to bind the antifoul. 
 

 
Another launch in the ‘90s 

 
For the original restoration I had used epoxy treatment on the bare 
wood, but mostly single-pack marine paints, which meant a lot of 
stripping and repainting every year. The 2-pack paints certainly last 
better! As we ventured further afield to Holland in the wake of 
“STRAVAIG” (Sept 2000 RSA Newsletter), there were always DIY 
jobs to do along the way!   
 

 
Last minute DIY en-route to Holland, 2000 

 
We had got the cruising bug, and had another trip in Dutch waters in 
company with SWANTI the following year. 
 

 
Veerse Meer 2001 

 

 
Crossing the Westerscheld with SWANTI, 2001 

 
Summer 2002 found us cruising the Friesian islands in company with 
IMOTHES and SHEER STRESS. We made it as far as Borkum in 
Germany where our daughters jumped ship, going on to Keil with 
IMOTHES and rejoining us by train to Amsterdam. PUDMUDDLE 
took the inland route (mast down) to south Holland, before heading 
home (Sep 2002 newsletter). 
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Ameland (in the Wadenzee) 2002 

 

 
Quick dip in the Zuider Zee 2002 

 

 
Mast-down canal route, 2002 

 

In late December that year, we sailed our next boat, PHILOMELLE, 
back from Southampton. Our cruising plans for the Baltic needed a 
bigger boat! PUDMUDDLE stayed afloat for a year or two but was laid 
up for most of the intervening years. But as you can see from the 
pictures below, she gave us good times especially when our children 
were growing up, so we kept her on. She was launched again in June 
2020 and has stayed afloat since. Hopefully we’ll get to sail her a bit 
this summer! 
 

 
Off Osea with SWANTI and STORTEBECKER, 90s 

 

 
Cooling off at Fambridge, 1999 

 

 
Caption competition 
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Nigel with FRANCHESCA 

 

 
Five ‘John’s’
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 2021 Event Calendar    
   
Races start at 10:00, except where other times are given below, or on the day by Race Officer.    
  
On the Saturday evening before racing on the Sunday, many will stay aboard overnight and if you wish to join 
in evening festivities. (subject to the Covid restrictions extant at the time), please contact the Roach Group. 
   
If you would like to crew with one of the boats racing, again, contact the Roach Group.  
        
Work party and litter Pick - Pag    TBA 
AGM        TBA 
Work party - Dally      TBA 
Fitting Out Supper .                                               TBA 
Sun 9th May     Paglesham Pot (Cruiser series)    10:00     HW 12:20 
Sun 16th May   Potton Trophy (Dinghy series)    13:00     HW 16:05  
29-31st May     Cruise weekend              LW  09:23 
Sun 6th June     Blue Shoal Trophy (Cruiser series)    10:00     HW 10:54 
Sun 13th June   Egret Cup (Dinghy series)    13:00     HW 15:18    
Sun 20th June   Shuttlewood Cup (Cruiser series)     10:00     HW 08:50  
Sat 26th June    Dinner afloat in Quay Reach    18:00     HW 14:30 
Sun 27th June  Whitaker Cup (Cruiser series) start in Quay Reach 10:00     LW 09:14 HW 15:18  
W/c Sat 3rd July East Coast cruise starting at Pyefleet                    HW 08:03  
Sun 11th July   Gracilda Cup (Ladies race)     12:00     HW 14:28  
Sun 25th July   Mudcatchers Cup (Dinghy series)    13:00     HW 14:21 
Sun 25th July   BBQ on the saltings after race    
Sun 8th Aug     Paglesham Yacht Race (Dinghy Series)   12:00    HW 13:33 
Sat 14th Aug    Fambridge Dinner      19:00    LW 11:09   HW 17:18 
Sun 15th Aug   Don McDowell Cup (Fun race)    10:00    LW 11:49 LW 18:03 
Sun 22nd Aug  Lifeboat Cup (Cruiser series)    10:00    HW 13:27 
28th - 30th Aug   Cruise weekend                                  LW 10:48 
Sun 5th Sep     Lifeboat Cup (Dinghy series)      11:00   HW 12:28  
Sun 12th Sep   Roach Plate (Cruiser series)                 10:00   LW 10:53 HW 16:54              
Sun 19th Sep   Oyster Cup (Dinghy series)     11:00    HW 12:28  
Sun 3rd Oct     Steak & Oysters Afloat     12:00     HW 11:04 
Sat 13th Nov   Laying Up Supper. Garon Park           TBC              19:30     
  
 


