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Chairman’s Report 
Mike Green 

 
On the 18th of November last year  we again held our Laying Up 
Dinner at the Ballards Gore Golf Club where our yacht & dinghy racing 
cups & trophies were presented. It may seem a little odd to some to 
hold this major event in our social calendar at a golf club but it has 
proved to be very popular with members & their guests. I received a 
number of positive comments on the food & service.  The table with all 
the Associations silverware on also looked very impressive! 
 
On your behalf our thanks go to Clem assisted by Ken for organising 
this very successful social evening. 
  
 Our next social evening is the Launching Supper in April which has in 
the past been held at the ‘Punchbowl’ for a number of years. They are 
now shut so Steve Noble has been scouting around ( or should I say 
eating around ) to find an alternative Pub to cater for this event.. He has 
come up with what I believe will be an acceptable alternative, the 
‘Castle’ at Little Wakering, however it will now take place on a Friday 
night, the 13th April. 
  
Your committee all retire at the Annual General Meeting to be held at 
the Wakering Yacht Club on Sunday evening the 18th March at 19.30 . 
The committee members standing again put themselves forward for re-
election to members attending this meeting,  I should point out here that 
your committee at a meeting held on the 19th October last year has 
already agreed amongst themselves who would serve in the various 
positions, subject to your AGM vote of course. 

As I had previously not intended to stand for re-election as Chairman at 
the AGM this year your committee has nominated Jon Walmsley for 
this important position. He has agreed to take on this role for the year, 
so I’m delighted that I can, with your approval, hand over to a much 
younger & more active person. Jon has many years of Roach sailing 
experience both with his father & now with his partner Dawn. I am sure 
he is a good choice & will take the RSA successfully into the future. 
 
I have been very proud to be your Chairman, since March 2009,when I 
took over from Rodney Choppin & I think the Association is in good 
shape to face the future. I have been very fortunate to have an excellent 
& supportive committee, we have had our disagreements of course, but 
this is healthy providing they do not go too far. I wish to place on 
record my sincere thanks to them for all the help & support that I have 
received these last 9 years. 
  
John Martin, our President wishes to retire this year, he is an honorary 
position & he was one of the founder members of the RSA when it was 
formed by a group of Roach yachtsmen back in October 1973. This was 
covered in an article written by John Langrick in the February 2012 
Newsletter. He has asked me to stand as President in his place, in this I 
believe I have the support of your committee so I’m honoured to accept 
the nomination. 
 
I am sure you will join with me in sincerely thanking John for his many 
years of valued support & guidance of the committee & in wishing him 
well for the future. Fortunately we will still see him around in the 
Roach & Crouch sailing his ketch, bermudan sloop & in his motor 
launch both based in Burnham Marina. He is a very sociable person so 
please do not hesitate to give him a wave or stop for a chat. 
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I would like to take this opportunity to welcome the following new 
members to our association  
 
Chris Carter                           Colvic motor sailer 
Mike Craven  KANTARA 
Brad Freeman  PAPRIKA 
Peter Himphris  48’ Motor Sailer 
Ian Kemp   PINTAIL OF MORRA 
Ermil Krutani  GOSHAWK 
Penny Walker  PEGASUS 
 
 In conclusion, I want to stress that if you have any valid points to make 
about our Association be it criticism or ideas please do not hesitate to 
put them forward @ the AGM, this is your opportunity to be heard so 
please take it. 
  
I wish you all a Happy New Year, fair winds & calm seas for the 
season to come. 

--o0o— 

2018 AGM 

The 2018 AGM will be again held at the Wakering Yacht Club 
on  Sunday 18th March at 7:30pm. 
 

Current committee: 

John Martin – President Phone 01245231730 

Mike Green – Chairman  01702 588378 

Jon Walmsley – Secretary & Race officer 07836344508 

Richard Bessey - 07773771715 

Simon Joel – Treasurer  07721397317 

John Langrick – Bosun, Membership Secretary and 

Newsletter Editor - 07740 839410  

Ken Wickham -  07771995382 

Clem Freeman – Second to Race officer  09591274161 

Rodney Choppin - 01702 258332 

Steve Noble - Second to Race officer  07906864688 

 
John Martin is resigning as President of the RSA. John was a 
founder member of the RSA and we all wish to thank him for 
his sterling work supporting our Association over the years. 
 
Mike is planning to resign as Chairman and replace John Martin 
as President. 
 

2018 Fitting Out Supper 
We traditionally had the Fitting out supper at the Punch Bowl 
Paglesham, but this is currently closed. Therefore the fitting out supper 
this year will be held on Friday 13th April  at the Castle pub at 
Wakering. Please note that we have changed the day to a Friday, to 
enable our hosts to cater for our numbers. The address is: 
 
The Castle Inn 
181 Little Wakering Rd 
Southend on Sea. Essex SS3 0JW 
01702 216521 
thecastleinnpub@hotmail.com 
 
Steve Noble has kindly arranged this, but Steve will be on his boat in 
Antigua when we have this event, so Jon Walmsley has agreed to 
coordinate numbers. Please let Jon know if you want to attend. 
 
Like the Punch Bowl, the menu is varied and again, simply order what 
you want when you arrive and settle your own invoice at the end of the 
evening.  
 

I suggest you consider arriving at any time between 19:00 and 20:00 
ordering as soon as you arrive. We look forward to seeing you there. 
 
2018 Subs  
2017 subs are now due. These are £10 per year and there is an 
additional £10 racing subs for those who wish to take part. This covers 
cup engraving and insurance. Please send your subs to our Treasurer  
Simon Joel, 28 Chapmans Walk, Leigh on Sea Essex SS9 2XA 
 
Ideally, we would like you to pay by bank transfer. The RSA 
bank details are 
Roach Sailing Association 
Sort Code 20-79-73 
Acc 80751138  
If you do pay by bank transfer, please send an email at the same time to 
Simon. simon.joel@hotmail.co.uk.  
 
Alternatively by cheque to Simon or cash to any committee member. 
You can, of course, still pay at the AGM. 

 
Harbour Dues and Charges for 2018 
Payment Rate for river dues and Harbour Dues Plaque to be displayed 
on the vessel and is visible at all times.  
 

Vessel Length 

Feet Metres Full Dues *Prompt 

8.00 - 15.50 2.44 - 4.73 £37.30 £26.11 

15.51 - 21.50 4.74 - 6.55 £51.48 £36.04 

21.51 - 26.50 6.56 - 8.07 £65.14 £45.59 

26.51 - 32.50 8.08 - 9.90 £68.29 £47.81 

32.51 - 38.50 9.91 - 11.73 £79.85 £55.90 

38.51 - 49.50 11.74 - 15.08 £92.11 £64.47 

49.51 - 59.50 15.09 - 18.12 £101.75 £71.23 

59.51 + 18.13+ £129.59 £90.72 

 
Launches, Ribs and Workboats £8.16 
 
If you have an invoice from the CHA, you can pay via bank transfer 
to the following acct number but note ONLY if you quote the 
invoice number as reference. 
 
Barclass Bank, Burnham on Crouch 
Sort: 20-54-30 
Account:  83897095 
 
You may pay by post or via a phone call to the CHA, 01621 
783602. Further details are on the Authority web site. 
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2017 RSA Racing Results and 2018 

Handicaps 
 
Dinghy Series 
Potton Island Trophy  
Nine boats turned out for the inaugural race of the season. It was a 
sunny day but a bit blustery at times. We had two safety boats, which, 
as it turns out, was very fortunate. 
 
The first casualty of the day, (yes there’s more), was APPLE who was a 
bit thirsty after a year out of the water. Steve elected to keep Gary 
company in LITTLE LINDA instead. We all set off clockwise around 
Potton. MAKEDO took an early downwind lead with BLUEBOTTLE 
and NANI DRAGON in pursuit. PATCH was a late starter as Peter had 
just returned from a Tideway meeting on the Norfolk Broads. SARAH 
EDITH had mainsheet problems and kept TRINGA company as the 
fleet turned into Yokesfleet. SARAH EDITH did better with the wind 
on the beam and pulled away from TRINGA, but was soon caught by 
PATCH. Looking ahead a white sail could be seen in the direction of 
Havengore. Was it another dinghy enjoying the brisk conditions? No, it 
was Neville in BLUEBOTTLE who decided that going around Rushley 
Island as well would be a quicker route. At some point TT GINGER 
LEI had a problem with the gaff jaw and was taken under tow by a 
rescue boat. Similarly, LITTLE LINDA needed a tow through the nasty 
windward Middleway section and was released for the beam reach to 
the bridge.  
 
 John the Bridge and Keith cheered the fleet on as they passed 
Wakering Boat Yard and informed me that NANI DRAGON had been 
dismasted  near the bridge. Eventually five boats completed the course. 
On handicap, BLUEBOTTLE was third, MAKEDO second and 
PATCH wins the Potton Trophy. NANI DRAGON was recovered from 
Potton shore the following day with no damage. 
 
An interesting race to start off my role as race officer. Many, many 
thanks to Steve Coombes and Steve Smith for providing the safety 
boats. 
 

Egret Cup  
Another windy dinghy race. Many hopefuls turned up, some were put 
off by the conditions, three launched but retired before the race due to 
common sense, gear failure and capsize, thus only four boats made it 
around a shortened course. 
 
 The start was delayed half an hour due to the rescue boat being 
involved in recovery operations. MERGANSER and APPLE set off on 
starboard tack whilst ELG and MAKEDO set off on port in winds 
gusting 25 knots straight down the river. The course was the last 
upstream moored boat and back. At the mark MERGANSER was first 
round followed by APPLE under mainsail alone, MAKEDO and then 
ELG.  
 
 At the finish MERGANSER was first across the line, followed by 
MAKEDO, ELG and APPLE with less than five minutes between the 
first and last boat. 
 
 On handicap APPLE takes third, MAKEDO second and ELG wins the 
EGRET Cup. Thank you to Dave Pearce and a damp Richard Flexton 
for rescue services and to Steve Coombes for providing the rescue boat. 
 

Mudcatcher’s Cup  
Only four boats turned out for a windless Mudcatcher’s Cup: ELG with 
Nigel and Ian, BLUEBOTTLE with Neville, APPLE with Steve and 
TAZ with me. After downing the customary bottle of beer the Le Mans 
style start saw the crews racing for their dinghies down the PVT jetty. 

The course was to the Port and Starboard buoys at the beginning of the 
Reach where Port had to be left to Port, Starboard to Starboard and then 
Port to Port again. The crews then had to Race back to the Dauntless 
shelter and consume a second bottle of beer.  
 
 There was a close finish for last place between TAZ and ELG. Despite 
TAZ earlier giving ELG a push and ELG’s use of oars in addition to 
sails, TAZ beat ELG to the beer. Perhaps ELG’s crew were over 
qualified? APPLE finished second and the imperious BLUEBOTTLE 
wins the Mudcatcher’s Cup. 

 
Lifeboat Cup  
Eight boats skippers and crews were greeted by a fresh SSW wind as 
they gathered at the top of the slip to assess the conditions. 
 
 PATCH had problems with her centreboard and did not make the start 
but Seven boats headed upriver to Barton Hall Creek. At the buoy 
MERGANSER was in the lead followed closely by ELG and STELLA 
MARIE with the rest of the fleet bunched together. 
 
 On the way back to the finish the course took in the Barling Creek 
buoy, giving the competitors a beat to windward before a run to the 
line. This proved too much for LITTLE LINDA, as the tide had started 
flowing out of the Violet, and Gary retired. 
 
 Flying a lovely new jib and unballasted, ELG was only a minute 
behind  MERGANSER at the line. STELLA MARIE, APPLE and 
NANI DRAGON finished within Twenty seconds of each other, nearly 
a photo finish by RSA standards. MAKEDO with Jessica as crew was 
last home, but on handicap was second in the race which was won by 
ELG with APPLE in third place. 
 
Many thanks to Steve Coombes for assisting the Race Officer and 
rescuing him when he got in a bit of bother. 
Oyster Cup  
 
Six boats made the start of the Oyster Cup, MERGANSER, 
BLUEBOTTLE,ELG, PATCH, MAKEDO and GINGER LEI. There 
being little wind from the north the course was set as the buoy at the 
end on the Violet then back out to the Roach and up to Barton Hall 
Creek.  As the dinghies entered the Violet the wind died with 
BLUEBOTTLE and MERGANSER leading the rest of the pack. At the 
first mark MERGANSER led with BLUEBOTTLE, ELG and PATCh 
in pursuit, MAKEDO and GINGER LEI following. Plenty of tacking 
ensued to get back out of the Violet and with the tide about to change 
the course was shortened to the Barling Buoy. MERGANSER rounded 
first followed by BLUEBOTTLE, PATCH, ELG, MAKEDO and 
coming up the rear GINGER LEI. MERGANSER was first across the 
line followed by BLUEBOTTLE,ELG, PATCH, MAKEDO and 
GINGER LEI. Thanks to Dave and Mike for manning the safety boat. 
 On corrected times PATCH wins the Oyster Cup, MAKEDO in second 
and BLUEBOTTLE third. Well done Peter. 
 

Dinghy Bowl  
That brings us to the end of the RSA 2016 Dinghy Series, in which 15 
boats took part, with MAKEDO winning the series for the fourth year 
running! 
  
Cruiser Series 

 

Paglesham Pot  
The course was Redward and Horse Shoal to port. Eight boats set off 
with IMOTHES’ early lead being chased down by AKAVIT and 
PAKLJHAWA on a beam reach down Devil’s Reach. 
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PAKLJHAWA was first rounding Redward, but to windward AKAVIT 
was peerless and started building a sizeable lead over the rest of the 
fleet. 
 
 The beat against wind and tide up Quay Reach had PAKLJHAWA, 
IMOTHES and ULABELLA jostling for second position while the rest 
of the fleet struggled to make headway up the Roach. 
 
 There was a two hour gap between the finishing times of the two new 
members of the fleet; AKAVIT and Largo. Well done to everyone and 
especially to the slower boats that were not favoured by the conditions. 
 On handicap, ULABELLA has third place, PAKLJHAWA second and 
AKAVIT wins the Paglesham Pot. 
 
 Many thanks to Richard and Justine for hosting the post racing lunch. 
AMBITION II will be sorely missed. 
 
Blue Shoal Trophy  
A fine turnout of nine boats for the Blue Shoal Trophy. The two big 
boats, MARTINIQUE and AKAVIT were first to Holiwell buoy with 
PAKLJHAWA snapping at their heels, (or should that be keels?). 
 
Again the windward beat home favoured the bigger boats with 
MARTINIQUE first home. EOLE and SCHERZO had a close race up 
Devil’s Reach with EOLE playing in the shallows close to the bank. 
 On handicap, PAKLJHAWA has third place, SCHERZO second and 
MARTINIQUE wins the Blue Shoal Trophy. Well done Mark, 
especially as you were single handed. 
 

Shuttlewood Cup  
A glorious hot day with a light and variable Southerly wind. The 
original plan was to round horse Shoal and finish back at Yokesfleet for 
lunch. The light wind would have meant many would have been 
tacking against the last of the ebb up Quay Reach for some 
considerable time instead of having lunch or a swim, so the course was 
shortened to finish at the Branklet after rounding Horse Shoal. 
 
The start was tricky for some when a sudden drop in the wind caused 
collisions with river furniture, but eventually a fleet of Ten boats 
headed off down the river. As usual the two big boats, MARTINIQUE 
and AKAVIT did well downwind but had a recently scrubbed Imothes 
in hot pursuit. All boats finished within a half hour of one another. 
 On handicap, SCHERZO has third place, PAKLJHAWA second and 
IMOTHES wins the Shuttlewood Cup. Welcome to LUCY in her first 
RSA race. 
 

RNLI Race  

The forecast threatened strong winds later, but when the fleet set off it 
was a pleasant SW sailing breeze. 
 
MARTINIQUE made a good start followed by SCHERZO as the nine 
competitors headed for the Inner Crouch. All was to change at the mark 
as the boats began a beat back in ever increasing wind and rough seas. 
 
Those that had reefed from the start weren’t regretting it now. Three 
boats retired, due to the conditions and gear failure, as the wind reached 
the high twenties matched by wind over tide rollers in the Crouch. It 
was reassuring to see the RNLI looking for business, but thankfully we 
disappointed them. 
 
MARTINIQUE extended her lead on the windward leg followed by 
PAKLJHAWA and a well pressed EOLE. At the line MARTINIQUE 
was twenty five minutes ahead of the rest. 
 
On handicap, SCHERZO was third, PAKLJHAWA second and 
MARTINIQUE wins the Lifeboat Cup. Welcome to Dennis’s new boat 
CELESTINE II. 

 
Whitaker Cup  
Despite the up to Force Six conditions, seven boats set out on what 
could be called a staggered start. IMOTHES had an early lead but was 
overtaken by a well reefed down PAKLJHAWA still with memories of 
what happened on a previous windy Whitaker Cup. 
 
The course was to round Holiwell. The Crouch was particularly rough 
especially when the fleet turned upwind. PAKLJHAWA missed a tack, 
when a sheet got snagged, which allowed the already closing 
IMOTHES to be the first across the line by thirty seconds. 
 
On Handicap, ULABELLA has third place, IMOTHES second and 
PAKLJHAWA wins the Whitaker Cup. 
 
Well done to everyone who took part. Just getting ashore in the dinghy 
was enough of a challenge.. Welcome to Keith and Sue aboard LOTUS 
BAVARIA. 
 

Roach Plate  
A good turnout of Seven boats for the last race of the season. The good 
Southerly wind gave the fleet a nice push down Devil’s Reach with 
MARTINIQUE disappearing off into the distance. LOTUS BAVARIA, 
AKAVIT and PAKLJHAWA were trading places until PAKLJHAWA 
 played the shallows and cut the corner into the Crouch making it to the 
Holiwell Buoy before the other two. VERLOCITY and IMOTHES 
were close behind involved in their own battle. 
 
The leg up Quay Reach slowed the boats as both the wind and tide tried 
to hold them back. LOTUS BAVARIA pointed high and fast and was 
second round the bend after MARTINIQUE. AKAVIT and 
PAKLJHAWA swapped positions tack by tack and, usually, the 
collision rules were followed. At the line MARTINIQUE was twenty 
six minutes ahead followed by LOTUS BAVARIA with 
PAKLJHAWA a few seconds behind. AKAVIT was next followed by 
IMOTHES and VERLOCITY. GINGER LEI was last but not far 
behind. 
 
 On Handicap, IMOTHES has third place, PAKLJHAWA second and 
MARTINIQUE wins the Roach Plate. 
 
Len Choppin Cup  
Twenty different cruisers raced this year. MARTINIQUE had the most 
number of wins, with four, whilst IMOTHES, PAKLJHAWA, LUCY 
and AKAVIT picked up one apiece. 
 
Rather embarrassingly, in her skipper's first year as Race officer, 
PAKLJHAWA has won the Cruiser Series. 

 
Other Trophies 
 

Don McDowell Trophy  
Following a splendid evening in Fambridge organised by Mike, thank 
you Mike, the fleets mustered for the starts, in usual Paglesham fashion 
things didn’t go quite to plan and we had 2 fleets and 2 starts! With a 
mostly following wind it was a straight run down to the Branklet the 
only mishap being John Martins hat ending up on LOTUS. After a 
stewards inquiry it was decided that the winner was Lucy. 
 
Gracilda Cup  
Five boats turned out on a quiet warm day: LOTUS with Jessica, 
MARTINIQUE with Leanne, PAKLJHAWA with Dawn, SEA JAY 
with Alice and IMOTHES with Heather. 
  
MARTINIQUE and IMOTHES made good starts with MARTINIQUE 
first to the  Crow Buoy where the fleet turned for the beat home. 
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IMOTHES  and PAKLJHAWA exchanged calls of Starboard, water 
and almost paint as they beat up Devil’s Reach with IMOTHES one 
minute ahead at the line. 
  
SEA JAY was next home, looking splendid with all four sails set, 
followed by LOTUS who was helmed enthusiastically by Eight year 
old Jessica for two and a half hours! 
  
On handicap, PAKLJHAWA was third, IMOTHES second and 
MARTINIQUE wins the Gracilda Cup. 
 

The Seamanship Cup 
This is the challenge cup and this year was for sailing the furthest 
North, East, South or West. We had many who have traveled far, but 
outstanding was Richard and Justine's trip to date. We will have 
excerpts from the log in the spring newsletter but and it is AMBITION 
II who wins the Seamanship cup 2017. 
 

The Aaron Lewis Sambuca cup  
This cup is presenter to the boat and crew who has shown excellent and 
outstanding seamanship throughout the year. This member has always 
joined us on our planned cruises and this year as many years before, 
completed the East Coast single handed. So it is with great pleasure that 
the award goes to one of our most intrepid sailors Aleck Poole and 
CORINNE. 
 
The Editors Cup  
This is the chance for us to select the most appropriate article, 
published in the year’s newsletters. This year it is especially delightful 
to award it for an article written by one of our youngest writers Pam 
and Ken Wickham's granddaughter Jessica. She sailed the dinghy 
MAKEDO and sailed LOTUS in the Gracilda Cup. So it is with great 
pleasure to present the Editors cup to Jessica and LOTUS. 
 
The Rodney  
This is a new award given for fitting out and launch happenings. I am 
sure that many do silly things when fitting out, I guess the moral is just 
keep it quiet, but then we would not have nearly as much fun talking 
about it. 
 
This year Jonathan and I helped Rob in BELUGA launch from Sutton 
Wharf. 'Water on? Fuel on? Rob confirmed and off we sailed for the 
first time in 2017 downriver from Sutton Wharf. 
 
We got as far as the two yellow cable buys and the engine cut out. On 
checking the engine was warm and no fuel. Rob had turned the fuel 
cock off instead of on. I bled the engine and it started but it was 
apparent that there was no raw water at the engine. Rob had also turned 
the water off instead of on! 
 
So Beluga wins the RODNEY! 
 
The Bosun's Bell  
This is perhaps the hottest contended trophy!  
 
This year we had lost anchors on the East Coast Cruise with JOUETTE 
sailing back to Paglesham a tad lighter. 
 
Jonathan and PAKLJHAWA had his fair share, for example when 
launching leaving his dinghy wheels under his tender. These are a set of 
wheels strapped under the dinghy and released and stored on board 
when afloat. When he arrived at Paglesham and tied up on his mooring, 
they were not in his dinghy, he had forgotten to bring them on board 
and had sailed from Rochford with them still strapped under his dinghy, 
but they were now gone. As he rowed ashore, there they were on the 
mud at the top of the slip, they had followed him down the river and 

were probably trapped under the dinghy while moving, but released 
when he stopped to float gently to the slip. 
 
On two other occasions when mooring up, he untied his dinghy and it 
floated off. On the first occasion it was rescued by Rob, but on the 
second occasion he was too embarrassed to ask for help and swam after 
it only to end up knee deep in mud! 
 
And who would try and board an inflatable kayak standing up? 
 
What about picking up his mooring after doing dinghy race safety 
duties? A swim again was not really necessary. 
 
But PAKLJHAWA has won enough awards this year, so we suggested 
looking elsewhere for a recipient of this award.  
 
On the Steak and Oysters event, one of the first to anchor was 
SWIFTSURE and IMOTHES quick to raft up ready for our feast. The 
raft was quickly joined by PAKLJHAWA and EOLE and we started to 
make merry. SEAJAY started a second raft towards the south shore of 
the Roach. 
 
We suddenly noticed that all the lights on Foulness were becoming 
dim, SWIFTSURE had dragged her anchor and had slowly snagged the 
cable lying across the reach. We all span off and IMOTHES laid out 
her anchor while others rafted up on her but SWIFTSURE could not 
retrieve her anchor and the lights on Foulness were even dimmer. 
 
Eventually, with the help of a ring of chain from CORINNE and a tug 
from a dinghy with outboard, it was pulled free to a sound of cheering 
from the other rafts. 
 
So, for anchoring skills, this year the Bosun's bell is awarded to 
SWIFTSURE. 
 

Cruiser Handicaps for 2018 

Cruiser  2018 Handicap 
MARTINIQUE   1350 
AKAVIT    1395 
LOTUS (BAVARIA)  1500 
PAKLJHAWA   1600 
IMOTHES   1681 
SCHERZO   1681 
EOLE    1690 
ULABELLA   1745 
WATERWYCH   1773 
LUCY    1800 
JOUET    1800 
SEA JAY    1830 
BELUGA   1830 
VERLOCITY   1840 
CORAMANDEL   1850 
LOTUS    1850 
INDI    1850 
GINGER LEI   1850 
CELESTINR II   2000 
LARGO    2030 
 

Dinghy 2018 Handicap 

Dinghy  2018 Handicap 
MERGANSER   1350 
BLUEBOTTLE   1600 
EOLETTE   1700 
MAKEDO   1750 
ELG    1800 
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PATCH    1810 
STELLA MARIE   1820 
APPLE    1830 
TRINGA    1840 
NANNI DRAGON   1900 
SARAH EDITH   1920 
TT GINGER LEI   1950 
PUGWASH II    1975 
LITTLE LINDA   2000 
 

Bosun’s Corner 
John Langrick 

 
Sutton Wharf 

I have been fitting out the new DALLY and should have her in 
commission at the start of May; She should be simple to operate but 
please speak to me if you need instruction. 
 
She is an OYSTER 16 workboat and I have fitted a Nanni 15HP 
inboard engine. Unlike the old DALLY, she should only take rain water 
and has an automatic bilge pump and a Manual pump.  
 
All RSA members are insured to use her on a fully comprehensive 
basis, but please make sure you turn Battery water and fuel off when 
leaving her. There is also a greasing pump for the stern gland and 
please give it ½ turn after use. 
 
Also if you have any old fenders, please donate to DALLY as we have 
none at the moment! 
 
I have booked launch dates as follows: 
April 16-18, April 30, May 1 – 3, May 14-18 
 
Of course you can arrange to launch yourself at any time, but if we can 
coordinate launch dates, it helps the yard and also with car logistics. 
 
Paglesham 

We plan a yard tidy on Sunday 18th March. This will be the shed and 
dinghy park. Please ensure there is no gear in the shed other than oars, 
rowlocks, outboard wellies and one fuel can. There may also be dinghy 
spars and sails in the rafters. 
 
There are no rubbish bins at the Paglesham yard, so please take all your 
rubbish of site. 
 
Barbecue on Saltings Sun 14th July 

On this day we have the Mudcatchers Cup, a fun dinghy race, followed 
by a barbecue on the saltings at the PVT patch. This is an excellent 
opportunity to socialise, so bring partners, children and grandchildren 
so we can all meet and have fun. 
 
Bring your own food, drinks and nibbles. A barbecue will be provided. 
 
Cruises 

Again, we had some excellent cruising in 2017 both single boats or in 
company, and look forward to more in 2018. The 2017 East Coast 
Cruise was especially well attended visiting the Orwell, Ore and Alde 
and the Butley River. 
 
Please join us and if you would just like to crew, you would be very 
welcome as we hallways have lots of spare berths. 
You can contact members via the Roach Group or any committee 
member. 

 
AMBITION II: The Big Cruise 

As most of you know, Richard and Justine set off for warmer climes last 

year aboard AMBITION II. You can find a full account of their trip, 

thus far, at http://ambition2.org. Below is a couple of extracts: 
 

 
 

The Bay 
Sat 17th 
All the weather sources agreed – high pressure for the next week would 
mean light winds for the south of England and Biscay areas, 
predominantly from the north east. Ideal for crossing the Bay, and the 
roughly 450 mile voyage to La Coruña in Spain. We delayed departure 
until midday so as to be outside the Ushant TSS at nightfall. We had to 
motor as the wind was actually a very light westerly, but the plan 
worked well, and as we skirted west of the TSS, all the ships were in 
their lanes, well out of our way throughout the night. 
 
After dawn we arrived at the southern end of the TSS, then gradually 
worked our way across the traffic until more or less clear of shipping 
by the end of the afternoon. Here we came to the continental shelf, 
where the depth plunges to 4-5 km within a few miles, and features 
steep canyons named after the French towns, such as Brest and 
Douarnenez. By this time the expected north easterly had picked up to 
F3/4, enough to sail without the engine at last. 
 
It was time to try out the Hydrovane self-steering gear. This had been 
fitted in the winter but we had not yet had a chance to test it. The wind 
vane operates an independent rudder, so first we had to set up the sails 
so the boat almost sails herself, then lock the wheel steering before 
engaging the Hydrovane. To our astonishment it just worked straight 
away, needing only an adjustment to the vane angle (via control lines to 
the cockpit). For the next 24 hours Ambition II steered herself under 
sail at mostly 5 knots. 
 

 
Fishing net caught on a hull anode (luckily not the prop!) 

 
Later on day 3, the wind dropped until we were forced to motor again. 
Then it started to blow (still gently) from the SW, and grew overcast. 
Banks of fog appeared, and that night it was hard to know what 
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visibility we had since there was no ships within 10 miles on the AIS or 
radar, and no lights visible all night. On day 4 the fog cleared for most 
of the last 100 miles, only reappearing near the coast. 
When motoring at night, we engaged the Raymarine autopilot, since it 
is hard for one person on watch to steer as well as navigate, make cups 
of coffee and put on another CD. But the electric autopilot is normally 
disconnected, as we have had problems with the gear wearing out, so 
when two are on watch we hand-steer unless the Hydrovane is engaged. 
We had several dolphin sightings in the Bay. First we had a group of 3 
small dark animals playing around the boat for a while, though we 
could not identify them. Later a large group of short-beaked common 
dolphin were with us for long enough for J to get some good photos. 
 

 
Short-beaked common dolphins 

 
The impressive rose-coloured cliffs emerged from the mist as we 
approached La Coruña in the late afternoon. Avoiding the city and 
marina, Ambition II anchored in the Ria de Ares, a little to the east. 
Yesterday’s beef casserole was enhanced with a tin of chilli, and 
washed down with a bottle of Rioja (thanks to the RSA!). 
 

 
Plotter snap: steep contours off the Iberian coast, and close encounter 

with fishing boat! 

 
Gran Canaria 

 
Thu 28th Sept 
Before setting off from Marina Rubicon, Lanzarote, we had taken down 
the Genoa and rigged the running sails. We had never tried them 
before, and hoped that this would be a good opportunity for a 
downwind sail. These sails fit in twin grooves in the furling gear foil, 
so can be partially or fully unfurled just like any foresail. Each sail is 
set with the sheet led through a snatch block on the end of a spinnaker 
boom. There are two long booms, mounted on mast tracks, each with a 
topping lift and two guys. The booms could not be rigged until we were 
out of the harbour, and are a bit of a challenge to set up in a rolling sea. 
Once this was done however, the running sails unfurled like a pair of 
moth wings and stayed set for the next 90 miles or so. 
 

 
Running sails 

 
Our course to the south of Gran Canaria was not directly downwind, 
but the sails were stable with wind on the quarter and would almost 
broad reach. We had the staysail set as well which spilled wind into the 
windward running sail, and did something to reduce roll. It was a very 
pleasant overnight sail during which we both managed to get some 
sleep between 3 hour watches. The sparse lights on Fuerteventura faded 
to the East, and the glow of Las Palmas spread like a false dawn in the 
West. 
 

 
Our track over an underwater volcano 

 
We passed in the night over a (hopefully inactive) volcano, 2km high, 
and its summit barely 40m below our keel. As we approached the 
island next day, the wind increased in the acceleration zone as 
expected, but not too much for the rig. Then it became calm as we 
approached the sand dune coast of Maspalomas, having worked south 
of some large fish farms. We motored the rest of the way past the 
lighthouse to the small anchorage outside Puerto Pasito Blanco. 
 

 

 
Pasito Blanco anchorage and beach, from the port entrance 

 
Sat 30th Sept 
After a swim from the boat, the dinghy was launched and we rowed to 
the beach and had a walk around the village. There were many small 
birds in the trees, but even now after several months in the Canary 
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Islands, we still have not seen a canary! At the port office, we booked a 
few days in the marina. Back on the boat after our usual salad lunch, we 
hauled the anchor and set off with ropes and fenders at the ready. At 
this point the local customs cutter, which had been lurking and flying a 
drone over the anchorage, launched a boat to intercept Ambition II. R 
invited them aboard (extra hands welcome for coming into the 
marina!). Once moored on a convenient hammerhead, the usual 
documents were produced, and forms filled in. They departed, satisfied 
that we were not due a fat tax bill. We then had to move to our allotted 
berth, requiring that we reverse into a narrow slot between boats, 
picking up lazy lines. A Marinero was there to take our stern lines and 
fortunately there was only a light wind, so the maneuver was completed 
without mishap. 
  
We later heard that other boats in the anchorage had not been so lucky 
with the customs, having lengthy interrogation and in one case a tax 
demand for several thousand euros. 
 

 

 
“Pam’s plank” 

 
Friends K & P from home were expecting to be in the area for a 
holiday, so we hoped to have them aboard. In any case, it is no joke 
climbing from the pontoon, over the stern rail, wind vane, Dan buoy 
and general deck clutter, so R set about constructing a boarding ramp. 
The emergency steering gear (heavy steel tubes) was fished out of the 
lazarette and lashed down. The swim ladder hinged on this, with the 
bottom end supported on the outboard hoist, and a plank lashed to the 
ladder. This contraption was duly christened “Pam’s plank”, and did 
sterling duty for the next 4 days. Unfortunately, our friends were 
booked with the Monarch airline, which chose this time to go bust; 
their holiday was put on hold. 
 
Pasito Blanco is a private port and gated community, with one Spar 
shop and a restaurant, some miles from anywhere. It was a pleasant 
place to stay for a few days. Being in port meant we could use the 
bikes, so on Sunday we cycled along the main road and then a coastal 
cycle path, to Maspalomas. Facing the coast are hotels, restaurants, 
shopping. Behind are the clubs and bars. It’s a pleasure dome spread 
over a mile around the tall lighthouse. To the East are the dunes and 
extensive beach where an all-over tan is easily obtained. The dried-up 
river channel from the hills behind empties into a lagoon in the sands, 
populated by waders, egrets and herons that seem inured to the throngs 
of tourists crossing to and from the beach. The dunes, of sand blown 
from the Sahara over the millennia, are fortunately protected, and 
harbour more wildlife beneath the tamarisk trees, including the large 
Gran Canaria lizard. 
 

 
Heron and egret in the pool, Maspalomas dunes behind. 

 
For a few days, provisions could be had from the Spar shop which had 
a good stock, if a little pricey. A frozen paella mix supplied a couple of 
meals, and a chunk of unidentified meat from Brazil turned out to be 
shin of beef, better the second day than the first but still chewy. The 
restaurant does excellent burgers. The dinghy was rigged and we twice 
had a sail along the coast and back to swim at the beach in the warm 
clear water. We met S aboard his large boat in the anchorage. He liked 
our dinghy, and we invited him for a drink on board.  He came from the 
Åland islands in Finland and had many interesting tales of his time in 
shipping. It was J’s idea one evening to take the binoculars bird 
watching on the beach. Fortunately, there were no nudists on this 
occasion, but we did spot a pair of whimbrels (a wader similar to the 
curlew). 
 

 

 
Sailing towards Maspalomas lighthouse 

 
The weekend had been a bit blowy at sea (though tame on our bit of 
coast), but it promised to be calm by midweek. So on Tuesday evening 
we packed away the dinghy, for the first time splitting the two halves 
while afloat and hoisting each part separately to the foredeck. This 
worked perfectly in the very slight swell of the marina. Pam’s plank 
was also disassembled ready for an early start on Wednesday. 
 

 
Dinghy split in half for hoisting on deck 

  
Our track went NW from here to a gap in the TSS where we could 
cross the shipping lanes at 90 degrees, which then took us directly to 
Santa Cruz. The light northerly freshened a little on our approach, so 
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we had a pleasant sail, arriving back at our berth in time to get a 
takeaway curry for dinner! 
 

 
Westernmost point of Gran Canaria 

 
--o0o— 

 

The building of a Bermudan sloop – a 

HALLOWE'EN story. 
Rodney Choppin 

 
HALLOWE’EN returning from the 2015 ‘Gentleman’s cruise’. Rodney 

with the usual crew of Robin Slater and John Wittingham. 

 
It all started in 1948 when Father and I had a trip on the River Roach on 
board a fishing smack owned by Percy Elam the auctioneer and later 
landlord of the Star at Burnham on Crouch. Henry Leonard Choppin 
decided that he would like to have a boat of his own made, the obvious 
choice being type have it built at Johnson and Jago's of Leigh, where 
his brother in law Jimmy was a partner. However, they had just won a 
lucrative contract for furnishing the Royal Navy with pinnaces and 
ships' launches as a result of wear and tear from the war years. 
 
As a regular visitor to Paglesham on Tuesdays, (his day off from the 
Golden Lion), Len approached Frank Shuttlewood who was building 
luxury yachts at the time. Frank needed to know only three dimensions 
– length, breadth and draught.  
 
The biggest headache at the time was shortage of timber, but thankfully 
Father had a regular customer at the Golden Lion who was in the 
timber business. Three Honduras mahogany logs, each a tree, were 
discovered in a log pool at Lowestoft, so Frank and Father went there 
where Frank chose one that he considered worth of being fashioned 
into a boat. The said length was then delivered to Johnson and Jago's 
where they had the awing equipment to cut it into long planks, one and 
a quarter inches thick and eight inches wide. The log, now in plank 
form, was brought by road to the yard at Paglesham. 
 

It so happened that Frank had a good supply of oak frames in his shed 
which had to be sawn and steamed into the right shape – more difficult 
than one would think! He also had the oak for the keel in his shed. 
 

 
HALLOWE’EN taking shape in the black shed. 

 

 
 

 

 
Planking up. 

 

 
Painted and varnished 
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The proud owners 

 
It took two shipwrights, Frank Shuttlewood and Jack Thoroughgood, 
nine months to build the boat and she was then ready for launching 
towards the end of October 1950. A good spring tide on the 31st 
October would see water flooding the floor of the shed. A lot of 
discussions and hot air followed about the proposed name for the boat, 
suggestions ranging from THE GOLDEN HOP to GOOSEANDER and 
other names. Mother, looking at her diary and seeing the 31st was All 
Hallows, suggested HALLOWE'EN, and hence the name was adopted. 
 

 
Emerging from the Black Shed 

 
 

 
Toasting the launch of HALLOWE’EN 

 
As was the custom at Paglesham, when a boat was to be launched, all 
the available villagers would go down to the yard to watch the launch. 
Along trestle tables, alongside the shed, Father provided beer and food 
to be laid out following the launch by Peggy Choppin. Bunting was 
flown all around and the Keeble brothers, local watermen, were to take 
charge of the boat as she went down the ways. Speeches followed the 
cracking open of a bottle of champagne on the stern, one by Peggy and 
one by Father himself, thanking Frank and Jack for their expertise and 

hard work. HALLOWE'EN was then towed to a winter berth alongside 
the Quay where father could while away time planning the interior.  
Martyn and I, both away at boarding school, missed the big day! 

 

 
Fitting out 

 

 
Members of he RSA celebrating Halloween’s 60

th
 birthday in 

2001 
 

--o0o-- 

Seagull, Seagull 
Aleck Poole 

Seagull,  Seagull, raucous and loud 

Downs an oily concoction another would choke on. 

Seagull, Seagull, sturdy and proud 

A messy beast with a bad reputation. 

 

Seagull, Seagull, leaps into action 

A meal is in sight or a brewer’s decoction 

Seagull, Seagull, no time for reflection 

A purposeful beat and he’s there in a fraction. 

 

Seagull, Seagull, known by all sailors 

Cursed by those who neglect to maintain them. 

Seagull, Seagull, no need of loud hailers 

A British Seagull, an outboard, a gem. 
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2018 Event Calendar   
  
Races start at 10:00, except where other times are given below, or on the day by Race Officer.   

 

On the Saturday evening before racing on the Sunday, many will stay aboard overnight and if you 

wish to join in evening festivities, please contact the Roach Group.   

  

If you would like to crew with one of the boats racing, again, contact the Roach Group. 
       
Sun 18th Mar  Pag Work party. Shed, dinghy compound and PVT land  
                        Plus litter Pick      10:00      HW 13:14  
Sun 18th Mar  AGM , Wakering Yacht Club    19:30   
Sun 8th Apr    Work party - Dally      10:00   
Fri  13th Apr   Fitting Out Supper, The Castle Wakering   From   19:00   
Sun 13th May  Potton Trophy (Dinghy series)    11:00     HW 11:51 
Sun 20th May  Paglesham Pot (Cruiser series)    10:00  LW 10:41 HW 17:05 
26-28th May   Cruise weekend          HW 11:13  
Sun 3rd June   Blue Shoal Trophy (Cruiser series)    10:00   LW 09:54 HW 16:16 
Sun 10th June  Egret Cup (Dinghy series)    10:00    HW 10:16  
Sun 17th June  Whitaker Cup (Cruiser series)   10:00   LW 09:54  HW 16:09   
Sat 23rd June   Dinner afloat in Quay Reach     18:00    LW 22:06  
Sun 24th June  Shuttlewood Cup (Cruiser series)    10:00    HW 10:41   
W/c Sat 30 th June  East Coast cruise starting at Pyefleet      LW 08:36 HW 14:49  
Sun 8th July    Gracilda Cup (Ladies race)     12:00   LW 14:27 HW 20:48 
Sat 14th July   Mudcatchers Cup (Dinghy series)    12:00    HW 14:20 
Sat 14th July   BBQ on the saltings after race   
Sun 15th July  Paglesham Yacht Race (Dinghy Series)  12:00     HW 15:09 
Sat 18th Aug   Fambridge Dinner      19:00    LW 06:16   HW 18:33 
Sun 19th Aug   Don McDowell Cup (Fun race)    10:00    HW 07:06   
Sun 2nd Sep    Lifeboat Cup (Cruiser series)     10:00     LW 11:22 HW 17:34 
Sun 9th Sep    Lifeboat Cup (Dinghy series)     12:00     HW 13:04 
Sun 23rd Sep  Oyster Cup (Dinghy series)     11:00    HW 12:32  
15 - 16 Sep     Cruise weekend             HW 17:09 
Sun 30th Sep   Roach Plate (Cruiser series)     10:00    LW 10:32 HW 16:32  
Sun 14th Oct   Steak & Oysters Afloat     12:00     LW 10:33 HW 16:36 
Sat 17th Nov   Laying Up Supper at Ballards Gore Golf Club  19:30    

 


