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Chairman’s Report 

 
 

May I wish you, on behalf of your Committee, a 
healthy and prosperous New Year, and may our 
sailing and social programme continue in a likewise 
manner. 
 
Fitting out has already started as I hear from 
different quarters. I have removed the ship’s Baby 
Blake toilet after 52 years, and beside heavy scaling 
and a few brass  bolts which just fell apart in my 
hand, the toilet is in remarkably good condition; 
they don’t make them like that any more! Let’s 
hope I put it back together in the right order! 
 
You will see from the newsletter that there are a 
number of issues which need your attention, 
especially the Harbour and Fairway matters, and 
I’m sure you will wish to bring them up at the 
AGM, so come along on the 6th March. 
 
On the 20th March, we are putting together a film 
show in the Mission Hall, Paglesham. Film One (X 
Cert) “Working gaff rig boats”. Film 2 (U Cert) “J 
Class yachts of yesteryear”. But it’s all an excuse to 
get us together before the start of the sailing season; 
light refreshments will be available. For those of 
you who require something stronger, I suggest you 
bring your hip flask! 
 
Our fitting out supper is at the Plough & Sail on 2nd 
April; seating is limited so book early. 

 
You will note that the Fambridge trip on 13th  
August is called out Trafalgar Bicentennial Cruise. I 
have asked for the inner sanctum at the Ferry Boat 
for the evening supper, and hope you will join us in 
the spirit of the occasion, a dress theme of Red 
White & Blue, or if you really want to go mad – 
Trafalgar rig! Who wants to be Nelson? Or Kiss-
me-Hardy! Lets have fun. 
 
During the summer we may continue to enjoy our 
frequent trips to the George & Dragon on Foulness 
Island. 
 
And finally, may I wish you Good Sailing during 
the year ahead. 
 

Rodney Choppin 
 

 
 
 

2005 Subs are now due! 
Please see RSA News below. 
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Harbour & Fairways News 
Richard Bessey 

 
The Crouch Harbour Authority (CHA) oversees the 
whole tidal area of the Crouch and Roach, from 
(and including) the Whitaker Channel to Rochford 
and the A130 bridge above Battlesbridge. The 
Roach Sailing Association was formed in 1972 in 
order to reprisent sailors on the Roach. 
 
 The CHA is facing a major increase in costs largely 
as a result of imposed legislation. Legal fees  are 
expected to be over £20,000 this year. Staff costs 
have gone up, mainly to deal with the increased 
paperwork. The harbour launch costs £20,000 a 
year to run, and they need a new RHIB - another 
£10k. 
 
CHA are pressing Essex CC to fund some of the 
expense (or subsidise the legal costs) - since ECC 
would pick up the job of running the harbour if the 
CHA folded. However it seems that the river users 
will pick up much of the bill. A proposal to push the 
licence up to £25 was agreed for 2005. 
 
For 2006, a new system is proposed, with 5 
different rates according to boat length. The 
smallest boats would have no increase, with the 
largest (over 40') paying an extra £10. Currently the 
dues are collected by clubs such as the RSA, and 
marinas etc. Instead, the CHA proposes to collect 
directly from boat owners. People I have spoken to 
at CAYF are concerned at the prospect of yet more 

administration cost to be paid for, and the difficulty 
the CHA will face in tracking all boat owners. The 
RSA committee are in agreement with this view and 
in favour of continuing the present system. 
 
Your reprisentatives on the CHA Advisory 
Committee are Ken Wickham (for Roach Fairways) 
and Richard Bessey (for CAYF), so contact them if 
you have any views on CHA matters. 
 

 
 

The Ron Pipe safe water buoy 
(North Swallowtail channel) 

 51º 40’.51N. 1º 03’.62E.

 
 
 
RSA News 
 
Please note that all members of the committee stand 
down and are due for election or re-election at the 
AGM. Please let Rodney know if you would like to 
join the committee, or stand as one of the officers. 
 
The current members of the committee are: 
John Martin – President 
Rodney Choppin - Chairman 
Jon Walmsley – Secretary 
Richard Bessey - Race Officer 
Simon Joel – Treasurer  
John Langrick –   Newsletter Editor 
Ivor Jones 
Ken Wickham 
 
RSA subs  
Subscriptions for 2005 are now due. The rate 
agreed at last year’s AGM is £5 per year. Note that 

we have a slightly higher subscription for those 
who race. This is to cover the cost of cup insurance 
and engraving. The supplement is an additional £5, 
total subscription £10.  
 
Please also note there has been an increase in the 
Harbour Dues this year to £25 (see Harbour News 
above). Please send your subs and river duties to 
our treasurer Simon Joel, 28 Chapman Walk, 
Leigh-on-Sea, SS9 2XA with your cheque and a 
self addressed envelope, (if harbour dues paid), 
made payable to the Roach Sailing Association. 
Alternatively bring them along to the AGM in 
March! 
 
AGM 
The AGM will be held at the Creeksea Ferry Inn, 
Wallasea on Sunday 6th March, with a start at 7:30.  
 

 
 

RSA racing 2004 
Richard Bessey 
 
22 boats entered in RSA racing this year, so the 
competition is hotting up.  

The series started with the Paglesham Pot as 
usual. Ulabella took 2nd place and Saraband 3rd. A 
fine start to the season, thanks to the six boats who 
turned out (and thanks to JL too for providing Chilli 
for lunch afterwards.  
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There was a splendid turnout For the Shuttlewood 
Cup with 12 boats racing to the Inner Crouch and 
back. Stortebecker took first place with Pudmuddle 
2nd and Marshmallow 3rd. Marshmallow was 
looking particularly splendid and put in a strong 
challenge. Because so many boats finished the race, 
the results shook up the handicaps quite a bit. 
 
We had another very pleasant sail with variable 
southerly breezes for the Blue Shoal Trophy. Six 
boats raced from Paglesham to the Horse Shoal and 
back. Stravaig found a Brown Shoal (the Branklet 
Spit) and helpfully marked the high spot for the rest 
of us (but not everyone took heed). With the 
competition led astray, Pudmuddle led the rest of 
the way and took first place. Swanti has 2nd and 
Stortebecker 3rd. 
 
We usually take the Whitaker Cup race beyond 
Shore Ends, and this year was no exception. After 
some ship-to-ship debate, the course was set from 
Paglesham for Buxey No 2, finish at Foulness 
Quay. 
 
Unsure of the instructions, Glayva rounded all three 
Buxey buoys to be on the safe side, and despite the 
extra miles was one of the lead boats home, not far 
behind Imothes and Pudmuddle. But the detour cost 
her the race. Swanti put in a determined struggle 
against wind and tide, gaining 2nd place on 
handicap. Pudmuddle took first place and Imothes 
third. 
 
The dinghy race was blown out on the Saturday, 
and the wind was still strong and gusty on the 
Sunday, promising excitement for the ladies 
competing for the Gracilda Cup.  
 
From the start, Imothes forged ahead in a following 
wind, with Glayva in hot pursuit. Swanti, 
Stortebecker and Stravaig were not far behind. In 
Quay Reach, the two boats jostled for the lead, with 
spars mere inches apart. Glayva followed quickly 
round the Horse Shoal and gained again to contest 
the Branklet, but could not quite get past, and 
Imothes just retained the lead on the long'n'short 
tacks to the finish. On handicap, Stravaig has 3rd 
place, Imothes 2nd and Glayva takes the Gracilda 
Cup. 
 
The same afternoon  for the Paglesham Yacht 
Race, a Chichester Harbour one-design built in 
1936, came out of retirement for her first race in 
probably 3 decades. Tinker had been in the Quillam 
family for many years, and proved to be in sound 
condition as Simon Joel restored her over the 
winter. Despite the blustery winds and threatening 
skies, Tinker led the way from the start at 
Paglesham Hard, to Barling Quay and back. Reefs 
were dropped out as the wind grew less and the ebb 
gathered pace, but both Winks and Shuki had to 
retire, unable to make headway. So Tinker took the 
cup by a whisker with Stella Marie a creditable 
second. 
 

After a very pleasant evening at the Ferry Boat, we 
agreed to set of at 10:00 for the traditional race to 
the Branklet for the Don McDowell Trophy. And so 
we did (more or less). It was some time before the 
crew realised that the bucket was still trailing 
behind Philomelle's dinghy. 
 
A special welcome back to John Martin's Zelia 
whose name appears 10 times on RSA cups from 
1962. 
 
With a SW wind and ebb tide we made good 
progress and were still quite a tight pack until we 
turned towards Creeksea and the wind set more 
southerly. Then we spread out a bit. However Eager 
was pursued by Philomelle to within a minute of the 
line. Eager won, with Philomelle second and 
Stavaig in third place. 
 
It was a beautiful morning for the Lifeboat 
cruisers cup, and after a long beat in light winds to 
Foulness, the course ran to the Holliwell Buoy and 
back to the Quay, Tregeagle marking the finish line 
with horn at the ready. Glayva was ahead from the 
start, with Philomelle and Marshmallow in pursuit. 
Stortebecker and Whisper, after a late start, were 
coming up through the pack and were not far behind 
at the finish. Whisper, Nigel & Noreens new smack,  
was in third place, Marshmallow second and Glayva 
gets the Lifeboat Cup. 
 
Four dinghies started the race for their Lifeboat 
Cup - Stella Marie, Sarah Edith, Tinker and Winks. 
It was a long cold haul up river to the first Rochford 
buoy, and a run back at the top of the tide. Winks 
retired at Barton Hall creek having met the others 
coming back! After 2 hours, the other three crossed 
the line within 8 minutes, with Tinker in the lead all 
the way. Stella Marie took the cup with Sarah Edith 
2nd and Tinker 3rd. 
 

 
GLAVAR and crew racing in Brandy Hole winter series 
 
The course was set from Paglesham to Burnham for 
the Roach Plate, to enable at least one participant 
to enter the Brandy Hole winter series race in the 
afternoon.  Imothes was in third place with Glayva 
second, and Mistress took the prize. 
 
Stortebecker was up for it again this year but was up 
against some competition and ended the series with 
7.5 points in third place. Glayva was really going 
for it and very nearly finished with a tie at 11 
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points. However Pudmuddle’s early season gains 
proved unassailable at 13 points, so Pudmuddle won 
the series and the Len Choppin trophy 
 
Seamanship is not only about long voyages and 
adventures. It’s also about taking care of boats and 
the people who sail in them, providing a safe 
harbour and good comradeship. That’s why 
Swanti’s name is on the Seamanship Cup this year, 
as John has done us such good service, providing 
moorings, arranging winter quarters, and helping 
fellow members with their maintenance & repairs. 
Not to mention at least one rescue mission a week! 
 
 
RSA Racing Handicaps for the start of 2005 
 

Handicaps were adjusted at the end of the season to 
match the performance of each boat in the last two 
season's races. This could only be done for boats 
which finished at least 3 races, and where 
performance was within 20% of the boat's race 
handicap. For new boats, an adjustment is made on 
the basis of the average difference between RSA 
and RYA performance numbers (where both were 
known). 

If any member wishes to request a change in 
handicap, please contact the racing officer.  

Cruisers 
 

Boat Adjustment Club No 
Edna May  1200 
Little Stint   1201 
Eager   1232 

Haze   1321 
Philomelle 124 1341 
Ulabella 77 1379 
Glayva 67 1388 
Imothes 48 1392 
Saraband 60 1421 
Mistress 62 1445 
Zelia   1500 
Pudmuddle 76 1511 
Stortebecker 54 1522 
Stravaig 156 1569 
Shemor   1600 
Marshmallow 21 1620 
Whisper   1678 
Swanti -47 1774 
Gemini   1846 

 
Open boats 
 

Boat Adjustment Club No 
(Merlin Rocket)  1229 
Tinker  1261 
Mini  1281 
Merganser  1286 
Stella Marie  1477 
Memory  1583 
Winks  1740 
Shuky  1750 
TT Stortebecker  1750 

 
 
To: roach@yahoogroups.co.uk 
Subject: Scrubbing off 
 
Steve asked “Has anyone checked out the possibilities of careening a yacht [at Branklet Beach]? Are there foul 
patches that could cause damage, or is it clean enough?” John recommended “Gordon’s patch”, where some slabs 
are laid in the mud with a marker buoy just upstream of the slip at Paglesham. As Steve pointed out, this is only 
exposed for a short period at low water. Others use the shelly bank near the Violet. Several people have used the 
slip at Rochford this year, with a good wall to lean on. Yachts (with legs or bilge keels) have indeed been seen 
scrubbing off successfully at Branklet beach, and there is a clear area of shingle there. 
 
 
 

The Beacons 
Richard Bessey 

 
How often have we passed those gaunt figures out 
on the sands, and wondered who erected them there 
and how long ago? The Foulness, Buxey and 
Whitaker beacons are our sentinels whenever we 
pass beyond Shore Ends. Others guide us past the 
shoals and through the swatchways of the Thames 
estuary. 
 
I have seen references to these beacons in several 
yachting journals and books from the last century. 

Maurice Griffiths remembered the Buxey and the 
Whitaker with affection in the 1920s.  They are 
described in a yachtsman’s pilot (J Irving 1927), 
and Mike Peyton wrote about the Whitaker in 1971 
(after it was demolished in an accident, and rebuilt). 
 
But it seems their history goes back over 300 years. 
Charts made in 1584 (according to Mike Peyton) 
show the Whitaker beacon, and tripod beacons very 
much like those of today are shown in Greenville 
Collins survey (1682) at the Whitaker and towards 
Blacktail Spit. The Elizabethan governent was 
aware of the importance of navigation aids, and 



Roach Sailing Association  
Feb 2005 Newsletter   

5

many documents of the time show that local port 
authorities had responsibility for maintaining 
seamarks. 
 
Could seamarks have existed here in even earlier 
times? Probably not much earlier. Before the 
magnetic compass was widely available, the value 
of isolated marks was less significant. Earlier 
seamarks were mainly used for transit lines and to 
mark isolated dangers. Charts were not much used 
and navigation depended on local knowledge.  It 
was the build-up of coastal and international trade 
that fuelled the need for better navigation aids. 
 
Who looks after these monuments today? Are they 
obselete in the age of electronic navigation? I called 
the Port of London Authority harbour master who 
was very helpful and agreed that yachtsmen 

fishermen and indeed his own boatmen still use the 
beacons for navigation.  However the PLA have to 
decide on a case-by-case basis whether a damaged 
beacon is worth reparing. Then there is the question 
of ownership – some belong to the MOD, others to 
Trinity House, and others to Harbour Authorities 
including the PLA. Apparently Trinity House took 
some convincing that the Blacktail Spit beacon was 
worth repairing recently, and at least one post on 
the Barrow has fallen over and there are no plans to 
replace it. 
 
I think we still need the beacons in our small boats, 
and even the container-ship’s navigator must feel a 
warmth of affection for the old beacons as they pass 
by. 
 

 
 

TINY MITE 
The Early Years 
John Whittingham 

 
As with many decisions in life the selection of a 
yacht is often as a result of experience and 
situations at a point in one’s life. So it was with my 
father (also John) and “Uncle “ Bill Stout his 
lifelong friend and business partner. Together, they 
jointly owned cars and by 1952 a couple of boats- 
the smack “Joan” (lost on the Maplin Sands and 
another story!) then the “Wastrel”. 

 
 
The “Wastrel” was a 39 ft Luke design built on the 
Hamble in 1891.She had a lovely clipper bow and a 
panelled cabin. The bad news was she was 
exhausting to sail, being a “plank-on-edge” design 
of 8.75 ft beam, having an under-powered engine 
and drew 6 ft of water.  
 
As we had no echo sounder and relied on the old 
lead line we seemed to spend most of our sailing 
time on the mud! As an 11 year old I found it very 
worrying. Her bowsprit was another concern both 
to Dad and Bill and other users of the Rivers. Lastly 
she had huge main boom, which frightened the life 
out of everyone in a jibe. 
 

We kept her at Paglesham and came to know Frank 
Shuttlewood quite well. We often visited the old 
Shed in the winter for chats with Frank on things 
nautical. “You boys ought to have a little barge 
yacht, she floats in a puddle and sits upright if you 
do go aground! With a spritsail rig there is no boom 
and a staysail version does not need a bowsprit!” 
Dad and Bill were convinced. I always thought a 
small bawley would have been perfect, but as an 
11/12 year old I did not get a vote!! 
 
Therefore Frank got the commission to build a 
staysail barge yacht. He went off to Sadds in 
Maldon to select the timber. Her size was 
completely determined by the longest suitable oak 
timber he could find for the keel. This turned out to 
be 35ft and all other hull scantlings came from this 
dimension. Frank used no plans as such, except a 
small half model with loft lines and frame offsets 
drawn on the shed floor. “Tiny Mite’s” keel was 
laid on 1st February 1955.  

 
 
Frank and his sole worker,”Young”   Jack 
Throrogood had an almost silent working 
relationship. They just seemed to know what each 
had to do for the job at hand, but used little or no 
verbal communication. Frank had his bench and 
tools on the left, with Jack and his tools on the right 
side bench above. They met in the middle to work 
together. 
 
Frank took the lead in virtually every activity and 
decision. Although Jack was a skilled shipwright, 
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his only individual contributions to “Tiny Mite’s” 
construction were the fore hatch and a bench seat 
on the port side of the cabin opposite the fire. 
 
“Tiny Mite’s” construction was very heavy and 
typical of Frank. She had double-skinned topsides 
of oroko on sawn and grown oak frames. The 
bottom planking was over 2-inches thick elm. 
Inside she had two massive oak keelsons for hull 
strength, which also served as the bunk side 
supports. This was in place of a central timber, 
which would have been inconvenient. Construction 
continued during 1955 and the first half of 1956. 

 
Financial arrangements with Frank were relaxed 
and on a “pay as you go” basis. Dad and Bill 
provided the engine, stern gear, electronics and 
electrics. Frank then fitted the equipment provided. 
The Shuttlewood’s account, rendered in December 
1956 was for a total sum of £1484-12-7d including 
sails, rigging and gear from sailmakers Mr 
Turnnidge of Leigh.  
 
“Tiny Mite” was christened by Mrs Stout and 
launched on 11th June 1956. That is Jack, hands on 
hips watching her enter the water. I was allowed to 
be on-board, but my brothers David and Peter, were 
deemed to be too young and had to stay on dry 
land. 

 
She floated clear of the ways then local oystermen 
Alf and Hubert Keeble acted as the recovery crew. I 
am in the cockpit in the next picture. In the 
background is C J Moorehouse’s yawl ”Cee Jay” 
fully dressed for the launching. 

 
Two things became quickly evident.  She was 
leaking badly, but floated well above her marks. 
For the first, “Tiny Mite” was put into a mud berth 
and she took up in a few days; for the second, we 
put over 2 tons of lead and pig iron in her bilges! 
Over the coming weeks she was fitted out; 
leeboards attached, masts rigged and the sails bent-
on. The sails came in their white state and were 
served with a mixture of red ochre and fish oil, this 
being done in the grass car park where the big 
building shed is now. 
I always seemed to have red-tanned hands in those 
days. 
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We believe the barge yacht in the foreground is the 
“Doreen”. 
Dad applied to have Tiny Mite surveyed and 
registered with the Registrar of British Ships. Her 
gross tonnage was approved as 11.07 tons and after 
allowances for working spaces, her Registered 
Tonnage is 6.15 tons. Frank carved her deck beams 
to indicate the various spaces and then sent 
“rubbings” back to the Registrar to prove it had 
been done. 

 
 
The maiden sail took place on a foggy day in 
September/October 1956. It shows Bill and me in 
the cockpit with Dad on the foredeck.  
 
 

 
Many great days sailing and longer cruises were yet 
to come and “Tiny Mite” lived up to Dad and Bill’s 
expectations. 

 
 
The postcard photograph shows the “Tiny Mite” on 
her mooring at Paglesham. “Kulu” is on the hard 
and more of the wreck of a Leigh bawley the “Moss 
Rose” is visible than today. Mr Daley, a teacher 
from Rochford Primary School owned the white 
yacht nearest and to the right, but I cannot 
remember her name. 
 
Finally I wish to thank my brother Peter, who 
archived all the photographs used and collected 
most of the material on barges generally that he and 
I now share. Thanks also to the late Clem Harris, a 
family friend and a great photographer who took 
the photographs, except for the “Wastrel” and the 
postcard.  

 
To: roach@yahoogroups.co.uk 
Subject: Havengore route 
Back in 1975, the Roach Area Fairways & Conservation committee published some notes on the Havengore 
passage. So I've drafted an updated version. It includes some pictures I took today on the Broomway at low water. 
It’s on the web site at: www.paglesham.org.uk/rsa/havengore/havengore.htm. 
 
There’s another archive article on the web newsletter page – Paglesham Built by George Pattison, owner of Hope. 
www.paglesham.org.uk/rsa/newsletter/hope_paglesham_built.htm 
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A Partner’s lot is not a happy one 
Annie Boulter 
In the house there are so many jobs 
Always a lot to do, 
But, you see, it’s more important 
To sort out Hallowe’en’s loo! 
 
Rodney spends the day in the shed 
Fiddling with nuts and screws; 
The pipework’s gleaming nicely – 
I’m the one with the blues! 
 
The bedroom door is squeaking, 
But the bottle screws are free. 
The coffee table needs new legs –  
It’s not a job for me! 
 
It’s seven years since the house 
Received a coat of paint. 

Hallowe’en gets one every year. 
Sparkling is what we aint! 
  
 
I’m afraid I’ll lose the woodstove, 
As he feels it will fit the boat. 
He’s already got the best china 
And pots and pans I note. 
 
I’m worried about the upholstery 
And the cushions in the snug. 
His eye is on the brass lamps – 
And even the persian rug! 
 
But when the toilet is finally fitted 
And Hallowe’en is ready for a sail, 
If I need to spend a penny 
I’m sure I’ll be offered a pail! 

 
 
From the Roach to Australia – the easy 
way! 
John Langrick 
 
Jon Walmsley and myself set off for Australia on Boxing 
day, this time via Heathrow Terminal 3! I was to help my 
brother Roger install an engine in his gaff cutter, and Jon 
was to learn to kite surf. 
 
I had shipped the old diesel engine we had taken out of 
DESTAYE, Shaun Heatherington’s boat last winter. The 
6HP BMW engine was not man enough for her 25’ length 
and instead installed a new Beta Marine 13.4HP engine. I 
bought the old engine from Shaun and shipped it over with 
the old prop from SWANTI and most bits needed for 
installation. I boxed the components and engine in the old 
Beta Marine package and Ken Wickham (GEMINI) kindly 
shipped these out for me, managing all the paperwork, at 
the end of last summer. 
 

 
MARAPOSA 

 
Roger’s boat ‘MARAPOSA’ is two year old 22’ replica 
fibre glass Spray. She had an outboard mounted on the 
quarter and despite an extra long leg, still boxed when any 
crew moved forwards. That and the fact that it powered on 
the stern quarter, made it unmanageable. 
 
Jon was introduced to kite surfing last year, but weather in 
the UK meant he had little time to gain skills. My brother 
lives just East of Perth and has a ‘seaside retreat’ at 
Rockingham, about 20 miles south of Perth. Rockingham 
is well known to kite surfers. Roger is a member of the 

local yacht club and we spent new years eve at a party 
there, with great firework display to celebrate the new year 
on the end of the club jetty.  
 
I spent the first week just sailing MARAPOSA with 
Roger, his wife Linda and dog Sam. Jon had his first of 
two kite surfing lessons. His instructors were English 
students on gap years from University. 
 
Kite surfing takes place on a sand dune just South of 
Rockingham,  past Point Peron, where the dune produces 
idyllic shallow water while being exposed to strong S-SW 
winds. The wind always arrives in the afternoon and is 
strongest on the hottest days (most days). The ‘Freemantle 
Doctor’ is caused by the huge land mass that is Australia, 
warming up and drawing the wind in from the sea. Some 
days the winds simply do not arrive and Jon spends his day 
sat under the shade of an inactive kite, with only a pelican 
to talk to on a very hot, but deserted sand spit. 
 

 
Jon on his sand spit, waiting for the wind 

 
The house is very close to the beach and we both cycled 
everywhere, Jon with all his kite gear on his back. The area 
is very flat and caters well for cyclists. 
 
 

 
Outside the house in Rockingham, preparing for the trip to 

Kalamunda 
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On the second week, Roger and I took MARAPOSA to his 
house at Kalamunda, East of Perth in the Darling Range, 
where he gas a very large workshop. Jon stayed in 
Rockingham to further hone his kite surfing skills. 
 

 
DESTAYE’s old engine installed in MARAPOSA. 
 
We had only one hitch with the prop-shaft which was too 
short. A trip to Freemantle and calling at a friend of 
Roger’s soon fixed that. MARAPOSA must have had a 
diesel engine originally as all the fittings and engine bed 
were installed, but the previous owner’s wife had a dislike 
for the smell of diesel, so it had been removed. 
 

 
Roger’s workshop in Kalamunda 
 
The engine fitted a treat, but we had to replace sea-cock 
and exhaust fittings as these were too small and we had all 
installed and running in four days and then back to 
Rockingham for sea trials and the first taste of the Indian 
Ocean through the engine. 
 

 
At the ‘horse beach’. 

 
Our first trip was along the coast towards Freemantle in 
searing heat. My niece and her son are very keen on horses 
and they were to meet os on a ‘horse beach’ where their 
horse ‘Chucky’ was able to swim in the warm Indian 
Ocean. The engine ran perfectly and MARAPOSA 
manoeuvred  great under power.  I guess this new 
alternative to ‘plugging’ up the Roach agains wind and 
tide was more appealing! 

 

 
Chucky rolling in the sand. 

 
I spent most of the rest of my holiday just sailing around 
the bay and mooring off ‘Garden Island’ where there was 
great swimming on long and deserted sandy beaches.  

 
Moored off Garden Island for a swim. 

 
On the third week, Jon and I set off to Freemantle for a 
couple of days. The wind was a strong southerly which 
sped us on to Freemantle at up to 6 knots. We arrived at 
Freemantle Challenger Harbour just as the wind peaked at 
30mph. Challenger Harbour appears nor to be able to cater 
for visitors but eventually we were welcomed at the Royal 
Perth Yacht Club who have an annex and moorings in the 
Challenger harbour.  
 
Jon now joins many historic characters who first set foot at 
Freemantle from the sea! We were made very welcome 
and they invited us to tie up on the low jetty right in front 
of the very smart clubhouse. The clubhouse has the mast of 
Australia II ‘planted’ next to it and it dwarfed 
MARAPOSA’s gaff spar. 

 
MARAPOSA moored outside the Royal Perth Yacht Club 
annex, note Challenger II mast behind. 
 
We spent the rest of the day looking around Freemantle 
and visiting the Maritime museum where Challenger II 
(Americas Cup winner) is displayed. The following 
morning the wind had dropped, but was on the nose. We 
motored back towards Rockingham at 05:00 so that Jon 
could get back to his sand spit. 
 
All in all we had a great time just sailing, surfing and 
having fun. By the time I left after four weeks, Jon had 
mastered surfing left, and just managed to start to sail 
right. He has stayed on a few more weeks to fully master 
this while I have to get back to work! 
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Roach Sailing Association: 2005 Sailing & Social Programme 
 

All boats start races at 10:00, except where other times are given below, or on the day. 
  
Date Event 
Sunday 20 February RSA stand at Essex Boat Jumble, North Weald Airfield 
Sunday 6th March AGM (Ferry Boat Inn, Wallasea Island) 19:00 for 19:30 
Sunday 20th March Film show - Mission Hall, Paglesham 19:30 
Saturday 2nd April Fitting Out Supper Plough & Sail 19:00 for 19:30 
Sat/Sun 1-2nd May OGA rally - Brandy Hole & Foulness 
Sunday 15th  May Paglesham Pot 
Sunday 22nd May  Frank Shuttlewood Cup 
Weekend May 28-30 Medway weekend cruise (visit to Chatham Dockyard?) 

Dauntless AGM @ Shipwright Arms 
 

Weekend 10-12th June Pyefleet weekend (also OGA meet at Brighlingsea) 
Sun 12th  
to  Sat 8th June 

East Coast Cruise 
plus OGA East Coast Race 
 

Sunday 19th  June  Blue Shoal Trophy (Jack H Coote) 
Sunday 26th  June  Whitaker Cup - early start 09:00 in Quay Reach for long 

race round the Ron Pipe buoy if conditions permit 
 

Saturday 9th  July  Paglesham Yacht Race (open boats) 13:00 start, plus 
barbeque afterwards. 

Sunday 10th July  Gracilda Cup (ladies race) 
Saturday 6th August  
 

Dauntless Association Benfleet rally 

Saturday 14th August  Trafalgar bicentenial cruise to Fambridge 
Sunday 15th August  Don McDowell Cruiser Trophy (Fambridge Race to 

Branklet Spit). 
Sunday 4th September  RNLI Race 
Weekend 10-11th Sept Weekend cruise to West Mersea 
Weekend 17-18th Sept Dauntless Association Paglesham rally 
Sunday 18th September  Lifeboat Cup (open boats) 
Sunday 2nd October  Roach Plate 
Saturday 15th October  Laying Up Supper at Royal Burnham Yacht Club 

 

 


